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and no contrary direction is published in the Bromlink. This permission does not apply to any other person 

or organisation without prior permission of the author. 
Opinions expressed in the publication are those of the individual contributors and may not necessarily 

reflect the opinions of the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society Inc. or of the Editor.  
Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information in their articles. 
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President’s Page ..... 
 

2016 is half over and it has been another very busy year for the GCSBS. At the next General 

Meeting check the activity list on the Events Plan displayed on the notice board, and then 

think about the large number of people involved in organising those activities. Can you help 

them in any way to help spread the load? Do not be backward in coming forward to help – it 

will be greatly appreciated. 

People are members of the GCSBS for a wide range of reasons, and all these reasons are of 

equal importance. Everyone needs to remember that others might not have the same 

priorities as they do, but all need to be respected. 

Some people come for the speakers – to hear and to learn something new or to be prodded 

into remembering something heard previously. 

Some people come for the social aspects of the meetings – to catch up with old friends and 

to make new ones. 

Others come to hear about the activities of the GCSBS and to find out how to participate. 

Others come for the other activities around the meeting hall – the raffle, the canteen, the 

library, the competition. 

And others come to buy and sell plants as their way of sharing the product of our hobby. 

And we must remember that it is a hobby and must not be a business. 

All of these combine to make the GCSBS many people’s choice of place to be on the 4th 

Saturday of each month. Without any of them, the GCSBS would be a lesser club and would 

not meet the needs of some of our members. And we all have a responsibility to ensure 

that everyone in the hall has an enjoyable afternoon; it cannot be left up to the volunteers 

at the tables around the room. 

From time to time the way that things are done in the GCSBS will and does change. Please 

ensure that you read the Bromlink closely to learn about the changes; this is the only way 

that we have to reach every member. An example in this issue are the changes to the way 

that sales tables are allocated. Note also that sellers cannot allocate themselves to 

seemingly vacant tables without checking with the Sales Coordinator or her delegate first. 

It is great to learn that our membership continues to grow. You will read about that later in 

this issue. At a time when many clubs are struggling to maintain membership, the GCSBS 

has had an increase of over 12% in subscriptions over the 2015 level. Congratulations!  

John Hodgkinson 
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           Seller Tables Trial Plan 

 from Jen Burrows  
 

Our club is growing and that’s great but 
unfortunately our selling space and tables are 
limited and already tight.  
 
Previously, sellers have just grabbed tables as 
they arrive but eventually some people are going 
to miss out on a table causing disappointment 
and tension. If we arrive any earlier we’ll end up 

camping overnight.  
 
Booking a table for each meeting has been tried, but many people, including me, forget to 
book and someone still has the unenviable job of drawing up a table plan every month.  
 
For the next few months we are going to trial regular sellers having a set place each month 
with an area allocated to casual and visitor sellers. Regular sellers don’t have to book 
monthly. Casual sellers would still need to contact me to book a table and regular sellers  
would need to let me know if they’re going to be away so that we can use their space.  
 
Please phone/text Jen Burrows on 0419244954, email me at gcsbs.sales@gmail.com or 
contact me on Facebook.  
 
This isn’t going to create more room or tables but at least regular sellers can be guaranteed 
a spot and we can plan for extra sellers. The trial table plan has been drawn up working on 
the tradition that volunteers in fixed positions are given a table as close to where they work 
as possible. If the table arrangements suit people, we can continue with the plan or if not, 
it’s back to the drawing board. Also, don’t forget if you want to have 2 tables, you need to  
provide the second one yourself. Any helpful suggestions are welcome. 
Photo above: Empty tables after the huge May sale. Photo from Roz McLean 

 

Our society will be hosting the 20th Australasian Bromeliad 

Conference which will be held 17-20 October 2019 at the Gold 

Coast Seaworld Resort. Many thanks to Narelle & Greg Aizlewood who have volunteered to 

be co-convenors & who are organizing teams to run the conference. John Hodgkinson will 

assist them. 

Members will be kept in touch about developments. Lots of help will be needed – speak to 

Narelle or Greg if you are able to assist.  

Golden Broms 

mailto:gcsbs.sales@gmail.com
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Upcoming Speakers for Our General 
Meetings 

 
 
July 23 
Main Speaker: Lou Randall will give us a photo presentation on 
‘Agaves’ plus discuss aspects of growing agaves & other succulents 
in the garden. He has a large garden in Caboolture & is a member of the Cactus & Succulent 
Society of QLD. 
Feature Speaker: Member Paul Boland will be talking about ‘Dyckias’ & how best to grow 
them. 
 
August 27 
Main Speaker: Becky Trevor will speak about one of her favourite bromeliads ‘Mini 

Neoregelias’. Becky is Manager of the Olive Branch Bromeliad Nursery. They have an 

extensive collection of mini Neoregelias & Becky will share some of these with us. 

Feature Speaker: Greg Aizlewood will give us his insight into ‘Growing Bromeliads from 

Seed’. He will take us through all the steps he uses to obtain successful germination of 

plants & their propagation.  

 

September 24 

Main Speaker: Greg Aizlewood will present Part II of his Power Point presentation of his 
‘Travels to Ecuador 2015’. 
Feature Speaker: Narelle Aizlewood will speak on ‘Preparing your Plants for Competition’. 
This will be a timely session with the GCSBS holding its first Judged Show on 22nd October 
2016. Narelle will explain what the judges will be looking for on the show bench & how 
members can better prepare their plants for competition. 
 
October 22 
Main Event: This will be the inaugural Judged Competition for our society. Judges from 
Brisbane (Pam Butler & Peter Ball) have been invited to join the judging teams. 
Feature Speaker: ‘These Are a Few of My Favourite Things’. Several members will give 
short Power Point presentations on their gardens. 
 
November 26 
Main Event: This will be our annual Christmas Party & ‘Colossal Plant Raffle’. Members are 
asked to bring a plate of food to share. 
Feature Speaker: Peter Tristram will talk about ’All things gruberi, focusing on rediscovering 
Vr ospinae var. gruberi in Colombia’. 
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  Bus Trip on 21st May 2016  by Judy Paterson 

On a sunny Saturday a very happy group of gardeners waited for a bus. Well the bus arrived 
and what a grand bus it was. To our delight it was the wonderful coach captain we all knew. 
So all aboard and then we waited and waited for a paid up member who just didn’t turn up 
but eventually after many phone calls, we started our day.  
Change of plans - we are off to a different garden but we didn’t care as it was just such a 
lovely day any garden would be great.  
Well what a surprise.  We arrived at not just any garden! Joncia Gardens! 
 

 
 
This would be any gardener’s dream and what a 
delightful couple Marcia and John Rivett were. 
We were not aware that their beautiful garden 
was hosting a wedding in a couple of hours time 
but they just fitted us in somehow. It is hard to 
describe but some of the statues in the garden 
came from overseas and were taller than me. This 

garden should be on your bucket list. 
 
All aboard for our next trip to the Botanical Gardens at Mt. Tamborine and morning tea and 
a talk from the head volunteer. We now realise just how much work goes into a botanical 
garden as we listened to a very knowledgeable gardener. After our cuppa we headed off to 
explore the gardens and see what a wonderful job they are doing. 
 
Our last, but certainly not least, stop for the day was at Bruce and Heather Condon’s garden 
set in a very large and open setting. We were directed to one of the cleanest large sheds I 
have every been in, all set up with machinery, cool store and huge crates for storing Kiwi 
Fruit. What a surprise. You really never know what is next. Bruce and Heather gave us a run 
down on their life’s story so far and I suspect there’s lots more to come as they are go 
getters. After lunch we were invited to see their display of Broms. What a surprise. All were 
displayed just so well and they looked lovely with hardly any pups sticking out. They must 
put a lot of time and effort and love into it. Seems it is their pastime. Everything at this 
garden was marvelous. A truly genuine couple who love what they do. We really did 
appreciate our time spent at their garden and have lovely memories of our Bus Trip. 
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Australasian Bromeliad Council 
 
At the 18th Australasian Bromeliad Conference (Bromsmatta), held at Sydney April 16-19 
2015, a new Council was formed to improve communications and co-ordinate activities 
associated with the growing of bromeliads across Australia and New Zealand. 
 
Members, representing all bromeliad societies and study groups, were elected to the 
Council. The inaugural Chair of the new Council is Adam Bodzioch and he has circulated 
papers dealing with how the new Council may operate. 
 
A vacancy has occurred in respect to Queensland. Having regard to the fact that Queensland 
has many members of bromeliad societies and groups, it is essential that those members 
are represented in deliberations of the new Council. 
 
At the Gold Coast Succulent and Bromeliad Society meeting on May 28, Adam Bodzioch 
provided a presentation on developments with Bromeliad Bi-Generics but, before that 
presentation, raised the issue of the vacant Queensland representative position to the 
Council. He asked that serious consideration be given by Queensland societies and groups, 
as to a replacement on the Council. 
 
Adam indicated that the Council, through the endeavours of Chris Larson and Ian Hook, will 
soon launch a new communications site that will significantly improve the flow of 
information about matters bromeliad across the region. 

 
 

Vale Roly Soegarrd  
 
Regrettably, I report the passing of a former member, Roly 
Soegarrd, who passed away on the 17th March 2016 after a 
long illness. I had a phone conversation with him about 
two months ago & he spoke as if he was “winning the 
battle”. However there was a downturn & he passed away 
quickly. 
 
Many will remember Roly for his entertaining five minute   
“Bunnings Gadget Talks”, often donating the money from 
the sale of items back to the Society.  I have spoken to his 
wife Dot & forwarded condolences on behalf of our 
Society. 
 
Graeme Bullen.  



9 

 

 

                   
John Catlan - photo by Roz McLean                           Vriesea ‘Highway Beauty’ from Rosie Kelly                              

 

          
Neoregelia ‘Big Pinkie’ 2nd at May PYBPF –     Astrophytum capricorne niveum (L) 1st &                        
photo from Olive Trevor                                      Euphorbia valida (R) 2nd at May PYBPF - photo                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                 from Olive Trevor 

                 
Neoregelia ‘Blast’ from Jeanette Henwood        Bobby Powell (R) with two Alcantareas named in her 

                                                                                                                       honour: ‘Bobby Gold’ (L) & ‘Bobby Powell’ (R)                                                                
 

 

MEMBERS’ PHOTOS 
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PUT YOUR BEST PLANTS FORWARD 

Our Monthly Popular Vote Competition 

 There are now three Divisions: 
 

            A/  Succulent  (Novice & Open Sections) 
B/  Bromeliad (Novice & Open Sections)  
C/  Decorative Container 
 

An exhibitor advances from the Novice to the Open Section after two first places. 
 

 Exhibitors: Single/family members may now enter a maximum of three (3) plants 
across the three divisions with a maximum of two entries per division. 
 

NOTE: ENTRIES MUST BE IN BY 12 MIDDAY – VOTING STARTS 12.15PM 
 

 The Competition Year is from January to September inclusive with the prizes being 
awarded at the November AGM. 
 

 Decorative Container:  This is a display of bromeliad(s) or succulent(s) with emphasis 
on the harmony or contrast between the plant(s) & the container. 
 

There may be an individual plant or two or more plants with or without pups.  They 
may be of the same or different genera, species, varieties, hybrids or cultivars.  
 

They may be displayed potted in or mounted epiphytically on decorative, non 
standard containers or materials, whether natural (eg sea shells, wood, rock) or man-
made (eg ceramics or pottery). This includes decorative baskets, decorative dish 
gardens & decorative terrariums.  
  

Plants can be placed in or on the containers immediately before entry in the show. 
 

Bases may be used with Decorative Containers. 
 

USING DECORATIVE CONTAINERS  
  

Handbook for Judges, Exhibitors and Affiliates  …. A 
non-standard container.  In this section much 
thought should be given to the selection of the 
container so that there is harmony, pleasing 
proportions and colour balance between plant and 
container.  Originality and uniqueness are very 
important. Photo: 1st May PYBPF (Wendy Perske). 
 

One of the most interesting sections of a Bromeliad 
Show is the Decorative Container Division, and it has 

become a highly contested section.  In the past years I have noticed that a lot of thought 
and originality go into the exhibitor’s selection of containers and plants.  I have seen plants 
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in everything from ceramic containers specially designed and coloured to complement the 
plants to spray-paint lids on the head table as Division awards winners. 
 

What goes into the selection of a container?  When I look for an exhibit for a Show, the first 
thing I look for are plants that are in proper condition for a show.  Plants can be either 
blooming or non-blooming, multiple or single.  The next consideration is the size of the 
plant in proportion to the container.  If the plant is overpowered by the container or vice 
versa then the exhibit will not be pleasing.  Next look at colour harmony.  Both the plant and 
container should blend or contrast in colour. 
 

Cryptanthus are an interesting genus to use in decorative containers, their colours and 
textures are challenging to say the least.  Their size dictates that the container should be of 
small dimensions.  In some situations I have used a ceramic pot in which I have placed 
Cryptanthus fosterianus.  The mahogany colour in the leaves blends with the mahogany 
colour of the pot.    I have also presented the container where the plant is not the same 
colour but the colours harmonize.  The mauve of the base colour of the leaves of 
Cryptanthus ‘Lavender Blush’ is complemented by the shade of the container. 
 

All in all, imagination is the key to decorative containers.  Many things around the house will 
work, or specialized containers can be made.  The main points to remember are size, 
proportion and colour harmony.  With these taken into account, decorative containers can 
be fun to put together and very rewarding for a show or for your own pleasure in the house.   
Put your imagination to work and bring your decorative containers to the next Bromeliad 
Show 
This article was written by Michael Young from Baton Rouge, Louisiana.   CSJ VOL.VI, NO. I 
Thanks to Narelle Aizlewood for accessing it for the Bromlink. 
Whilst it has been written with the genera Cryptanthus in mind, it certainly does have 
potential to relate to all genera. 

 
Pointscore to Date 2015-2016 Popular Vote Competition: 
Total points are displayed on the Notice Board at the General Meetings 
 
Results June Competition 
 

Bromeliad Open: 1st Narelle Aizlewood,  2nd True Grant,  3rd Narelle Aizlewood  
 
Bromeliad Novice: 1st Ann Howarth, 2nd Rob & Rosie Kelly, 3rd Jennifer Laurie 
 
Succulent Open: 1st P & N Wright,  2nd P & N Wright 
 
Succulent Novice: 1st  Gavin Braden,  2nd Marjorie Bullen,  3rd Gavin Braden 
 
Decorative Container: 1st True Grant,  2nd Brian Wallis 
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Brief Report on Show at Mt. Coot-tha from Cactus Kate (Kathleen 

Henderson) 

On the long weekend in June each year the 
Queensland Cactus & Succulent Society hold their 
annual show and sale. The GCSBS was invited to do a 
small display at this show and this year the theme or 
plants featured were Sanseverias, a very collectable 
and popular genera. 

The show and sale was a huge, record breaking 
success. So all you closet succulent collectors out 
there, dust off your plants and get propagating! 

Thanks to Peter Wright for supplying some plants and helping with the display.  
Below left: Haworthia limifolia variegata Spiral Form 1st March PYBPF (P Wright) 
Below right: Orthophytum ‘Blaze’ 3rd June PYBPF (Jennifer Laurie) 

                    

 

 

 The Orchid Den will not be at the July General meeting. Supplies can be ordered from 
their website www.orchidden.com.au 

 Narelle Aizlewood is now our Offsite Sales Coordinator. 

 Our membership numbers are increasing: 130 subscriptions this year (116 for 2015) 
& 161 individual members (145 for 2015). 

 Many thanks to Bruce & Heather Condon who are now storing the society tables at 
their property. 

 There will be a Bus Trip to the Ipswich Show plus gardens on Saturday 1st October – 
more information later. Contact Narelle Aizlewood for details & bookings. 

 The GCSBS Expo at Carrara is on 12th November. More details later. 

 Members are requested to park further away from the hall entrance to leave spaces 
for visitors. Apparently some have driven away due to the lack of parking spaces. 

NOTICES 

http://www.orchidden.com.au/
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Beginners’ Day  -  21st  August 2016 

PROGRAMME 
 
9.00 a.m.   Tea / Coffee – Registration 
9.30 a.m. Session I 
10.00 a.m. Session II 
10.30 a.m.   Morning Tea 
11.00 a.m. Session III 
11.30 a.m. Session IV 
12.00 noon Lunch 
 

The Beginners Day will be held at Greg and Narelle Aizlewood’s home - 15 Royal Palm Drive, 
Steiglitz.  Home Phone – 55461161  Mobile  0418193628 

Members will need to bring a chair and a plate of food to share for lunch. Morning tea will 
be provided. 

Please ring Greg and Narelle Aizlewood to confirm your intention to attend. 

Photo above: Vrieslandsia ‘Marichelle’ 1st Bromeliad Novice June PYBPF (Ann Howarth) 

 

We Are Going On a Field Day!!   -  7th August 2016 
 

It has been a while since we have had a field day for the Gold Coast Succulent and 
Bromeliad Society Inc. but we have three planned gardens to visit. I would like to sincerely 
thank the members who have offered or been coerced into making their gardens available 
to us. 
 

The date will be 7 th August commencing 9.30 a.m. This will be a self drive situation.  
Carpooling with members living close to you is always an option. The first garden will be at 
Graeme and Marjorie Bullen’s home. Their address is 59 Martingale Crescent, Clear Island 
Waters. Members will need to bring their own morning tea and lunch, a chair if you think 
you need one and a coffee cup. 
 

The following garden will be Jim Cox’s garden. Jim lives next door to Graeme and Marjorie.  
Marjorie has kindly offered for us to have lunch at their home. The third garden’s address 
will be divulged after lunch and it will be at Mervyn Druker’s home at Currumbin. 
 

These are social days for members to get together, view other members’ gardens and 
generally to have fun.  You might even pick up an idea or two that may work in your garden 
situation. 
 

I do hope the weather will be good for us and that we get a good roll up of members. 
For any enquiries please call Narelle on 07-55461161 or Mobile 0418193628. 
 

Narelle Aizlewood 
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Tillandsias 

 

The genus is named for the Finnish botanist Dr Elias Tillands. Smith & Downs ‘Flora 
Neotropica’ provides the key enabling definition of the subfamily Tillandsioideae & of the 
genus Tillandsia within that subfamily. Tillandsias are typically 

 Epiphytes; 

 with roots often functioning as holdfasts; 

 with capsular fruits with seeds having a plumose appendage at base or apex or both; 

 without petal scales; 

 and entire leaf  margins – no spines!  

Photo: Tillandsia capitata (John Olsen) 

The separation of the genus Vriesea from 

Tillandsia is currently based on the presence or 

otherwise of petal scales. Phylogenetic (DNA) 

research of the genus Tillandsia is underway 

with the principle researcher advising that the work is complete & the initial paper has now 

been published.  This activity is but one example of work ongoing which will surely provide 

some confusion initially as we get to revise grouping & potentially naming of species.    

These plants evolved from tank bromeliads 5-10 million years ago. The more interesting 

group of tillandsias are what are colloquially named ‘Air Plants’. That leads to a serious 

misunderstanding that they live on air. More accurately they are atmospheric bromeliads & 

number 300-400 species, mostly tillandsias. These plants operate without leafy tanks or 

absorptive roots, subsisting instead on moisture & nutrients extracted from rain, mist & air 

borne particles. 

There is a huge range of forms of Tillandsia among the over 600 species identified & are 

found from southern USA through Central America & into the northern parts of Argentina & 

Chile. They are found from sea level to the high Andes & in both moist & dry habitats. 

Among the tank forming ones are plants with leaves over 1 metre in length & inflorescences  

over 3 metres tall & 1 metre wide (T. longifolia, T. grandis). The atmospherics (Air Plants) are 

smaller & include some with leaves less than 1cm in length (T. minutiflora) & with only 3 

leaves comprising a plant (T. usenoides). 

TANK FORMING TILLANDSIAS 
Species of the large tank forming tillandsias sometimes available in SE QLD include: T. 
grandis, T. krukoffiana, T. australis, T. pamelae.  
 
Some of the smaller tank forming species seen in SE QLD include: T. deppeana, T. 
multicaulis, T. hamaleana, T. dyeriana, T. venusta, T. wagneriana.  
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The size & growing habits of the tank forming tillandsias mean that 

they are best suited to be grown in pots.  A free draining potting mix 

is required & fertiliser can be added to the mix. These plants also 

appreciate foliar feeding.  

Photo on right: T. dyeriana (John Olsen) 

GREY LEAF SPECIES 
 The biggest group of tillandsias grown in SE QLD is the grey leaf 
species.   The plants have a special mechanism designed to retain 
moisture. This CAM process fixes carbon dioxide during the night 
meaning the pores are closed in the day reducing transpiration. This 
process has allowed the grey leaf tillandsias to inhabit some hostile environments with low 
rainfall & low nutrient availability. A corollary to this efficiency is a somewhat slow rate of 
growth. Of course we speed the growth process in cultivation by a more generous supply of 
nutrients than the plants have in habitat, but a high degree of patience is still a prerequisite 
trait for a tillandsia fancier.    
 
Photo on right: T. tectorum (John Olsen) 
 
Typically they grow on ‘mounts’ of some type. (Some grey 
leaved tillandsias, for example T. fasciculata & T. jalisco-
monticola, grow well in pots). 
Mount materials used include: 

 Cork pieces (they are relatively expensive); 

 Wine corks whole or halved; 

 Pieces of hardwood fence palings & flooring (but not 
material which has been painted or treated with timber preservative). ‘Well 
weathered’ wood is best as it provides plenty of crevices & cracks for the plants’ 
roots; 

 2-3cm wide callistemon & melaleuca branches that have been dried in a shady place 
for about a year; 

 Anodised aluminium wire which can be bent around the plant; 
 
It is important that plants are firmly secured to their mounts. If not, the plant is very 
unlikely to thrive. Methods for securing tillandsias to mounts include: 

 Tying them on with strips of light coloured hosiery. 

 Gluing them on using a product such as All Clear, Liquid Nails or a hot glue gun. The 
latter requires care not to burn the plant or the user. However, use solvent based 
rather than water based glues, as the latter product can disintegrate before the plant 
sends roots onto the mount 
 

A suggested starter pack of small to medium sized grey leaf tillandsias would include: 
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T. ionantha, T. gardneri, T. stricta, T. crocata, T. schiedeana, T. tectorum, T. fasciculata, T. 
funckiana, T. bulbosa & T. capitata. 
 
HYBRIDS 
There is a huge range of tillandsia hybrids available. Most are crosses of two species 
although we are now seeing a few which are crosses of hybrid parents.  SE QLD is home to 
Australia’s most active tillandsia hybridists. A quick check of the BCR showed 100 registered 
hybrids among our top three, M. Paterson, B. Glen & N. Ryan. 
 
The above article is based on an article from the BSQ Newsletter Bromeliaceae (Volume L 
Second Quarter 2016). The BSQ gives permission to other Bromeliad Societies to reprint  
their articles if proper notification & recognition is given. This is much appreciated. I 
inserted some of John Olsen’s photos as I was not able to access the ones in the article. For 
those who are interested, there are detailed descriptions of the named tillandsias in the 
original article which I haven’t included due to space. I have also omitted several 
paragraphs. The original article can be read in the specific above mentioned Bromeliaceae 
which we have in our library. Ed 
 

Enjoying Tillandsia 

John Olsen from the Bromeliad Society of Queensland gave the following informative & 

enjoyable Power Point presentation about Tillandsias at our March 2016 general meeting.  

PICKING THE RIGHT ONES 
Not all tillandsias suit the local climate. Buy from local growers & ascertain how large the 
plant will grow. 
 
SEED RAISING 
In the light of the current difficulty in importing bromeliads, it is important to retain species 
by seed raising. It is a slow process but very worthwhile.   
 
Place fresh dry seed on shade cloth. Mist daily. Transplant 
when 5-6 leaves are evident. John also applies foliar fertiliser. 
 

 MOUNTING 
The photos on the right show seeds germinating on shade 
cloth & seedlings which have been  transplanted 
onto pegs. 
 
Use Wellbond glue for seedlings. Use All Clear,  
Liquid Nails or stocking strips for larger plants. 
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Mount onto long lasting material eg  cork, aged hardwood, wooden pegs. John accesses his 
from Orchid Suppliers. 
 
POTTING 
Generally you can pot larger growers but they are more exposed to rot.  The advantage is 
that you can get more nutrition into potted plants. 
 
Use composted bark, scoria, diatomite or brom mix depending on the plant. 
 
SEEING THE LIGHT 
Use 50-70% shade cloth (white brings out the pinks). 
John uses a variety of colours - black, green & white. 
 
Photo: T. streptophylla (The one on the left was 
grown in low light & took 7 years to flower. The plant 
on the right in higher light, took 2 years to flower). 
 
FERTILISING 

 Weakly & regularly 

 Foliar feed most tillandsias. Potted plants will 
respond to fertiliser in the mix. 

 Tank tillandsias can be fed strongly for faster growth. 

 Develop a seasonal regime – prepare plants for winter or ‘heat’ with tonics such as 
Seasol & increased K (Potassium). 

 Use something with more N (Nitrogen) in the growing season (Peters Cal-Mag) & 
more K when dormant (Wolfgang’s ABS bromeliad fertiliser). 

 
CLUMPS v SINGLE SPECIMENS 
 
Many tillandsias look better if allowed 
to clump with multiple flowers. 
 
Photo: T. funckiana on the far right 

Pottin eakly and regularly 

Foliar feed. 
 
 
 
 
A STARTER LIST 
T. ionantha, T. crocata, T. gardneri,  T. schiedeana, T. stricta, T. tectorum, T. fasciculata, T. 
funckiana 



18 

 

STARTER KITank tills can gr 

develop a winter  

Use somethingm 
g T. ‘Tamaree’T 

 (aboveillm                            T. concolor  TTT. t. concolorx T. crocata depending on the plant 

 
P
o
t
t
i

n
g 

Generally you can pot larger growers but they are more exposed to rot 

Can get more nutrition into potted plants. 

Use composted bark, scoria, diatomite, brom 

mix depending on the plant 

 

 

Tillandsia ionantha 

Tillandsia ionantha (above) 

Tillandsia fasciculata (below) 

  



19 

lants of the Month  

Members are encouraged to bring their specimens of these plants to the 
applicable month's meeting for brag/show and tell. Plants do not have to be in flower. 
We also grow for foliage! 
 

January Catopsis, Hohenbergia, Neoregelia & any Succulent 

February Aechmea, Billbergia & any Succulent 

March Tillandsia, Vriesea & any Succulent 

April Alcantarea, Cryptanthus, Neoregelia & any Succulent 

May Bromeliad Intergenerics, Guzmania & any Succulent 

June Quesnelia, Tillandsia & any Succulent 

July Dyckia, Hechtia, Puya & any Succulent 

August Aechmea, Orthophytum & any Succulent 

September Billbergia, Vriesea & any Succulent 

October Canistrum, Neoregelia, Nidularium & any Succulent 

November Any Bromeliad genera not previously featured & any Succulent. 

 
 

                           
 

Many thanks to the following members for their photos & 
articles: Jen Burrows, Judy Paterson, Graeme Bullen, Roz 
McLean, Rosie Kelly, Olive Trevor, Jeanette Henwood, Adam 
Bodzioch, Narelle Aizlewood & Kath Henderson. 

 Photo: Cactacae cereus species 1st at the June PYBPF (Peter & 
Noreen Wright) 

EDITOR’S NOTES 
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We welcome these latest new & renewing members to our society. We hope you 
enjoy your time with us and encourage your participation in your group!  

 UPCOMING SHOPPING CENTRE DISPLAY & SALES EVENTS 

 
 Mudgeeraba Market   JULY – 27 & 28 

 Gold Coast Show   AUGUST – 26, 27 & 28     

 Mudgeeraba Market   SEPTEMBER – 28 & 29 

 The Pines   OCTOBER – 13, 14 & 15 

 Mudgeeraba Market   OCTOBER – 26 & 27 

 Springwood Mall   NOVEMBER -  17, 18 & 19 

 Helensvale Plaza   DECEMBER – 1 & 2 
 

 

Members with 3 or more months' membership can add their name to the list of sellers for any of 
the above venues and dates. This register (Event Bookings) is available at the Member Services 

Desk each monthly general meeting. Of course there are certain guidelines to be followed when 
representing us at these venues. For more information please contact John Hodgkinson. 

 

New: Harvey Cooper-Preston, Barbara McCune & Ron Jell 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The aims of the society are:  
 

(A)   To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to promote the culture and 
development of succulents and bromeliads.  
 

(B)  To acquire and disseminate information regarding these plants and to 
encourage their production and propagation. 
 

(C)  To ban totally from our collection any such plants which become noxious. 
 

(D)  To enlighten members and the public on the dangers of cultivating certain 
noxious species. 
 

(E)  To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other events, and to make such 
publications as are deemed desirable. 
 

(F)  To associate, affiliate or otherwise join or connect ourselves with similar 
bodies or societies. 
 

(G)  To make seeds and plants available to members under the control of the 
Society. 
 

(H)  To foster family membership and members. 
 


